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-^   " the bridges, they entered the castle and took posses-" sion of it, by virtue of an instrument drawn up by " a lawyer and a scrivener, whom they had sent for " from Hamburg for that purpose."
This action is, in my mind, as great an instance of
- prudence, generosity, magnanimity, and moderation ^ as any we read of in antiquity. Considering the _ strength of the castle, and the number of the garrison, it was certainly prudent to send no less than five hundred men to attack it. The Colonel shows his generosity, in the first place, by sending a very civil message to the commanding officer, to let him know he was come to take possession of the castle, and to turn him out by force; and then the ardor of his courage, by not staying for an answer, but beginning the attack in the interim. After he had possessed himself of the fortress, by his hooks, and other warlike instruments, he declines the right of conquest, which he might undoubtedly have insisted upon, but quiets the possession by virtue of an instrument prepared by a lawyer and scrivener whom he had sent for from Hamburg for that purpose.
This important fortress, together with the estate about it, I am assured, is worth, as to the domimvm utile, no less than a thousand pounds a year, and inestimable as to the dominium suprem/u/m, as it is a check to the Northern Powers: but, the title being pretty intricate and doubtful, his Majesty bought it a pennyworth of the Duke of Hobtein, the last time he visited his German dominions, paying, I think, no more than thirty thousand pounds for it. I have met with some timorous people, who appre-